place and stop the aggressor -nor will it they help in the future'.
2 At the same time the President warningly reminded our society of the sad consequences of indifference and the necessity to keep certain events constantly and regularly in mind, in order to confirm our faith in freedom as well as promise the one-time deportees that we would never let the former evil be repeated.
Looking back at the past 25 years, the period since the end of the 1980s, when talking about the deportation began to be possible in Estonia, we cannot help but admit that discussions on the topics related to painful past memories have taken place in a somewhat undulatory manner, at times rising to a wave-crest, at other times falling back into silence. In turn, this has influenced the content and tonality of the deportees' memories, an analysis of which is the main guideline in this chapter. It also designates the changes that have taken place in the function of memories during the past years.
Emergence of the deportation topic and formation of the source base
Deportation is understood as a forcible mass resettlement of peaceful citizens from their lifelong native places of residence to distant areas, in this case Soviet areas, lasting in some instances for a 15-year or longer period away from their native country. The 1948 directive on deportees substantiated that the deportees from the Baltic countries were subjected to permanent exile, without any hope of returning home. Deportation as one of the forms of political repression was directed both against concrete persons, families, certain groups of people and social classes as well as against nations as a whole. Why deportation left such a tragic imprint on the people's memory is related to the fact that the huge numbers of deportees were made up not of men, capable of work, but women, children and elderly persons who could hardly be regarded as dangerous criminals, although they were treated as such by Soviet rule. The feelings of injustice touched the people's sense of lawfulness very deeply. In Estonia, in the context of repressions research, the destiny of the deported persons has always been in focus. This is different to Poland, for example, where the story of the deportees remained overshadowed by other topics, as is shown in Lidia Zessin-Jurek's chapter in this volume.
In Estonia, two major deportation operations are referred to as a rule: June 1941 and March 1949. There were numerous smaller-scale deportations which took place in the years 1945-1951. In sum, Soviet rule deported around 33,000 persons from Estonia to Siberia. Simultaneous arrests struck about 40,000 persons (Rahi-Tamm, 2005) . Those were high figures for the Estonian population of 1 million. In the course of repressions caused by World War II and occupations (both Soviet and Nazi Germany), Estonia lost around 17.5 percent of its pre-war population (Katus, 2000) .
